Vienna...Europe’s Best Keep Secret
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Gardens and baroque sculptures enliven and adorn every pocket of public space. In all of Europe. only Austria’s capital
rivals Paris for its sensuality.

A generous beauty, vivacious Vienna encourages visitors to indulge themselves fully. Going native means immersing
oneself in the city’s physical beauty, its coffeehouses and cafes, magnificent museums and musical concerts. And, of
course, this is the city that gave birth to the ultimate chocolate dessert, the Sacher-Torte.

-

I The clip-clop of horses” hooves on cobblestones means your carriage is ready for a romantic ride through Vienna. ]

While one can't live on beverages alone, surviving on the the three mainstays of hydration — namely, water, wine and
coffee — can he managed quite pleasurably in this café cluttered capital. Over lunch on my first day in the city center, I




couldn’t help but notice the crystal clear quality of the tahle water. It fairly sparkled. When I commented on the refreshing
taste, the waiter puffed out his chest and said, "Our energizing water flows down from mountain springs into our city. We
drink it everyday and it’s the hest in the world.”

Mozart lives on in the spirit of his many impersonators and admirers.

True. Vienna is world famous for its coffee houses and its museums. Gustav Klimt's most famous painting, “"The Kiss,”
resides here in the Belvedere Museum. But it’s only heen in the last ten or so years that Vienna’s local home-grown wines
have started to garner gold medals and international attention.

The city is globally unique in being the only metropolis in the world to pursue serious viticulture within its city limits. More
than 700 hectares (1730 acres) of vineyards comprise a distinctive ecological and recreational asset for Vienna’s residents
and visitors. The tradition precedes Rome’s occupation. During the Middle Ages, wine was Vienna’s most important source
of income.

Wine taverns called heurigan sprung up in 1784 after the Viennese realized it was cheaper and more entertaining to go to
the countryside vineyards outside the inner city walls than to drink it in higher taxed downtown venues. These taverns on
the outskirts have evolved from the simple front rooms of the vintners” homes into today’s cornucopia of hoth casual and
refined choices.

When choosing a wine tavern, look for one with a bush or wreath outside the door accompanied by the word,
"Ausg’steckt” which validates that the tavern serves only its own wines. Often you'll find lodging on the grounds as well.

One widely-respected winemaker, Fritz Wieninger carries on his family’s tradition of
maintaining a rustic winery. His wine cellars are ensconced next to a lively tavern and
outdoor dining garden, where he serves his own wines along with hearty dishes of
locally grown food.

When Fritz's mother attended wine college, she was the only female in her graduating
class to major in oenology. His father learned, he says, by blending “"wine and
philosophy. They go well together.” After interning in the United States, Fritz dedicated
himself to the production of great international-class wines with a Viennese touch. He
produces elegant Rieslings and his Cahernets have redefined quality standards for
Viennese reds.

IWi.l:lemaker Fritz Wieninger in his wine cellar.
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cated himself to the production of great international -class wines with a Viennese

touch. He produces elegant Rieslings and his Cabernets have redefined quality
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Anot her wine tasting opportunity exists at al t

Stammersdorfer Kellergasses, where the winemaker, Han Peter Gobel, an architect

by profession serves some of Vienna's best por a

the stylish setting of a saloon or in his idyllic garden.
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http://www.fly.com/
http://www.delta.com
http://www.sacher.com
http://www.wieninger.at

